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Yonkers Advocate Named 2020 Webster Way Pride Champion 
 
WATERBURY, Conn., October 14, 2020 – Webster Bank is pleased to announce that the 2020 
recipient of the Webster Way Pride Champion Award is Steve Cruz, chair of Yonkers Pride. 
 
Cruz is the second annual winner of the Webster Way Pride Champion Award, which recognizes 
an individual whose values align with Webster’s, and whose humanitarian work has had a 
significant impact in the LGBTQ+ community. 
 
On Wednesday, Oct. 7 at the McLean Avenue banking center in Yonkers, Webster’s Pride 
Employee Resource Group (ERG) presented Cruz with an engraved crystal award and a $1,000 
check, which he donated to the Yonkers Downtown Business Improvement District.  
 
“The talent that Steve volunteers is immeasurable to the City of Yonkers, Westchester County 
and to the LGBTQ and allies community,” said Craig Johnson, Webster assistant vice president 
and Webster Pride ERG member. “He gives voices to people who are seldom heard because he 
believes in giving of himself to the community he serves.”  
 
Webster Chairman, President and CEO John Ciulla attended the event virtually and shared his 
congratulations, as did Webster Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Officer Teshia Levy-Grant. In 
his remarks, Ciulla noted that Webster’s commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) is a 
natural outgrowth of Webster Way values: acting with responsibility, respect, ethical behavior, 
citizenship and teamwork. Webster has been a sponsor of Yonkers Pride since 2019.  
 
“While this occasion has been to celebrate me,” Steve said, “I really cannot let the day pass 
without saying thank you to the Yonkers Downtown BID, Webster Bank and Craig Johnson. I 
am proud, excited and humbled to be named the 2020 Webster Way Pride Champion.” 
 
The award was engraved by a business customer of the McLean Avenue banking center, and the 
Webster Pride logo masks were printed by another McLean Avenue business customer.  
 
The annual Webster Way Pride Champion award is one of many ways the bank shows its 
commitment to advancing inclusion and diversity in our workplaces and the communities we 
serve.  



 
 

 

 
Below, from left to right: Sara Brody, Director of the Yonkers Downtown BID; Jessica Ardrey, 
administrative assistant, Yonkers Downtown BID; Steve Cruz, 2020 Webster Way Pride 
Champion Award winner; and Craig Johnson, Webster assistant vice president. 
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About Webster 
Webster Financial Corporation is the holding company for Webster Bank, National Association and its HSA Bank 
division. With $32.7 billion in assets, Webster provides business and consumer banking, mortgage, financial 
planning, trust, and investment services through 156 banking centers and 301 ATMs. Webster also provides mobile 
and online banking. Webster Bank owns the asset-based lending firm Webster Business Credit Corporation; the 
equipment finance firm Webster Capital Finance Corporation; and HSA Bank, a division of Webster Bank, which 
provides health savings account trustee and administrative services. Webster Bank is a member of the FDIC and an 
equal housing lender. For more information about Webster, including past press releases and the latest annual report, 
visit the Webster website at www.websterbank.com.  
 
 
 


